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RECENT ACTIVITIES
We have had several successful events in recent weeks, both with the Senior and Junior Chorale. 
♫ On March 15, the Bishop Lynch High School Choir from Dallas, Texas visited the Senior Chorale at our Tuesday night rehearsal. We then shared a concert with them on  March 16. This was a very fine choir and a great opportunity to perform some of spring repertoire (and memorize it quickly!!). The final massed choir piece, Oscar Peterson’s Hymn to Freedom, was quite thrilling.
♫ On March 31, the Senior Chorale’s guest  appearance at the retirement dinner for longtime Pedagogical Services Dept. colleague and chorale supporter Halette Djandji was very much appreciated by the guest of honour and the many EMSB and  Ministry of Education guests present. In a thank-you note to us, Halette said, “it was the most precious gift I  have ever received”. Thank you for those who were able to make it. We earned some important points for the choir. 

♫ On Saturday, April 9, we had a very successful Junior Choir Festival at Mountainside United Church. The performances by all five choirs were thoroghly charming, the Junior Chorale made an excellent showing AND we helped to raise $2,362.63 for the Canadian Red Cross’ Japanese Disaster Relief Fund. Many thanks to the parent volunteers who came to set up, serve and clean up after the pizza dinner. 
BRAVO TO ALL FOR THESE FINE EVENTS! 
UPCOMING ACTIVITY FOR SENIOR CHORALE 
♫ Tuesday, April 26 – We will participate in a joint informal friendship concert with Anima Musica Choir and a visiting choir from Winnipeg, the Providence College Chamber Singers (students 18-25 years old). 
Venue: Knox Crescent Kensington and First Presbyterian Church Hall, 6225 Godfrey, (NDG), Montreal H4B 1K4. North of Sherbrooke, just off Grand Boulevard.

Arrival: 7:15 p.m. for a 7:30 p.m. start. Dismissal at 9 p.m. as usual. 

- I will know soon whether we should be in formal concert dress or choir t-shirts. 
- Parents are welcome to stay but this is not a public concert 

SPRING GALA

This is the culminating of our season’s musical work. We want to have a full house and sing at our best! We can only do this if choristers come to the remaining rehearsals and make an effort to review their music. 

♫ Tickets for our Spring Gala concert on May 7 at Oscar Peterson Hall are available at every rehearsal. $10 for adults and $5 for students. 
♫ Concert CD and photo order forms now available. Deadline for ordering is May 9. CDs and photos will be delivered at the Awards Banquet on June 3.

♫ Please bring your concert uniform to the dress rehearsal on May 7 in the morning. At the end of the dress rehearsal we take formal photos of the Junior Chorale, the Senior Chorale and both choirs together. 

REMINDERS FOR ALL
♫ No rehearsal on Saturday, April 23 (Easter/Passover weekend). PLEASE review your music!!!!

♫ Please make sure you have all the parts of  your concert uniform together for May 7, including bow ties, necklaces (senior girls), black shoes and stockings/socks. We want to look great on the stage of Oscar Peterson Hall. 

MUSIC RETURN

♫ All music is to be returned at the dress rehearsal on Saturday morning, May 7. Put your music in alphabetical order in a large envelope or ziplock bag with your name clearly indicated. Senior choristers going to the Denver festival: I will give you a list of music to be kept. You will receive more music for the festival at the first rehearsal after May 7. 
CONCERT OUTFIT RETURN

♫ Junior vests are to be returned  immediately after the concert on May 7. Parent volunteers will pin a label with your name in the vest. The return of the vest deposits will then be prepared and returned to parents at the Awards Banquet on June 3.

♫ Except for those going to the Denver festival, all seniors should return their concert outfits (dresses, necklaces, tuxedo jackets, red bow ties and cummerbunds) immediately after the May 7 concert. Dresses and jakcets  should be on a hanger in a dress/suit bag clearly identified with your name. (You can get one for $1 at a dollar store.) Necklaces, bow ties and cummerbunds should be in separate ziplock bags also clearly identified with your name. 
DENVER FESTIVAL REHEARSAL DATES
♫ Rehearsals will continue at Westmount Park School after the May 7 Spring Gala only for those going to the Denver festival. We still have to learn two massed choir pieces and review our own individual repertoire (some from this year and some from recent years.) These will take place on:

Saturday, May 14
9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, May 21
No rehearsal – holiday weekend
Saturday, May 28
9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 4
9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 11
9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 18
9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Possible concert at the Mondial choral festival in Laval on Saturday evening June 18 or Tuesday evening June 21. 

I do not want to hold Tuesday rehearsals in May and June, so this gives us only 5 rehearsals to perfect the massed choir pieces and our own program. 

Junior Chorale Schedule Reminder

Apr. 16

Extended  rehearsal – arrive for 10 a.m., finish at 12 noon

Apr. 23 
Easter break/Passover Break - NO REHEARSAL
Apr. 30

Extended  rehearsal – arrive for 10 a.m., finish at 12 noon

May 3
Tues.
Extra rehearsal – Westmount Park – 7 to 8 p.m.
May 7
Sat.
Dress rehearsal 9 a.m. to noon at Oscar Peterson Hall



Arrive at 6:30 p.m. for concert  
June 3 Fri.
Annual Awards Banquet for all – 6000 Fielding (EMSB Admin. Building) - 6 to 9 p.m.

Senior Chorale Schedule Reminder
Apr. 16
 Sat.
Extended  rehearsal 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. (10-11 with juniors)

Apr. 19 Tues.
Regular rehearsal
Apr. 23 Sat.
Easter break/Passover Break - NO REHEARSAL
Apr. 26 Tues.
Friendship concert with Anima Musica of Montreal and the Providence College Chamber Singers of 


Winnipeg – at Knox Crescent - Arrive for 7:15 p.m. – see note in this newsletter

Apr. 30
 Sat.
Extended  rehearsal 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. (10-11 with juniors)

May 3
Tues.
Extended rehearsal – Westmount Park – 7 to 9 p.m.
May 7
Sat.
Dress rehearsal 9 a.m. to noon at Oscar Peterson Hall - Spring Gala 7:30 p.m.

June 3 Fri.
Annual Awards Banquet  – 6000 Fielding (EMSB Admin. Building) - 6 to 9 p.m.
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