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http://www.emsbchorale.org
To reach Pat Abbott: 
pabbott@emsb.qc.ca or accc@ca.inter.net
Tel: (514) 483-7200, ext. 7234 or (514) 351-4865*

* In recent weeks, I have had trouble with this home office line,
 but things seem to be re-established now. 
After our very successful winter camp, we are deep into learning and refining our repertoire for the spring concerts which will be soon at hand. Throughout these winter months, we dig our garden, plant seeds, water and feed our plants, and soon we will be rewarded with many beautiful blossoms, i.e. all the songs we will perform in the festivals and concerts. We can only reap what we sow. 

Winter Camp 2006: I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the choristers once again for their work at winter camp, not only in rehearsal but also for sharing their talents in the cabaret. It was a great evening! Thanks also to all our hardworking chaperones, as well as Amy and Anne-Marie. What a great team we have!
Absences: Thank you to all those who take the time and trouble to advise when they are absent. I appreciate this courtesy very much. Unforuntately, we have had many absences in February, particularly in the Junior Chorale. I urge everyone to make special efforts not to be absent between now and the spring gala. As explained in our chorister handbook distributed in October at the Mini-Concert, choristers who have missed what I deem to be too many rehearsals may have to re-audition to be allowed to sing in the Spring Gala, or they may simply be asked not to sing. 
Fees: If there are any parents who require official receipts for fees paid, just let me know. I am now sending statements of account in cases where there are still amounts owing. Thank you for your cooperation in paying fees. If you have any questions, please contact me. As you know, the school board DOES NOT cover the expenses for the Chorale. We must remain self-sufficient and in the black in order to survive!
2005-2006 Yearbook: The chorister forms are now available on the website. If you have not yet filled in the form yet, please go to the website. You have until March 18 to hand in the forms. We are aiming to get the Yearbook to print earlier this year in order to have it in time for the June Awards Banquet.
Music scores: By now, every chorister should have all the music distributed. If you think you are missing something, please advise me or Amy  ASAP. With this newsletter is a list of the repertoire. Please double-check.

Junior Rehearsal Tapes: Thank you to those have brought in their tapes for me to dub. Thank you for listening to them. It really makes a difference when you do. 
Tickets for the Spring Gala: These are already being printed and will be available at all rehearsals as of the March 4 rehearsal. Tickets must be paid for up front. A ticket order form is enclosed with this newsletter to make it easier for you to order them. Ticket prices are: $10 for adults / $5 for students and senior citizens. Oscar Peterson Hall seats 570. Setting aside some seats for special guests, this means that to fill the hall, each chorister must sell an average of 6 tickets. 
Trip to Quebec City: The EMSB Chorale has been officially invited to perform at the Canadian Association of Principals conference in Quebec City on Friday, May 12, 2006. We are therefore turning this opportunity into a weekend music trip as we are also arranging to perform in concert in Quebec City, hopefully with a local choir. In keeping with a long-standing choir policy on choir tours, only those choristers deemed musically and socially mature enough to represent our choir, our board and our city are invited to go on a choir trip. Senior Choristers are usually all invited, as are the more experienced, reliable and mature Junior Choristers. Since we can take a maximum of 45 choristers, this means that most Junior choristers will not be invited this time around. Do not be discouraged by this. It just means you have to stick to it, keep working hard, and prove you are reliable and mature so you can earn your spot on the touring choir at some future date. Official invitations with details of the trip will be given out in the coming weeks, as soon as I can finalize certain details. 
Upcoming Performances
April 8: Junior Chorale only – Junior Choir Festival at St. Stephen’s Church

April 23: Senior Chorale only – participation in a benefit concert at St. Paul’s Anglican Church

April 29: Junior and Senior Chorales – participation in the ARCIM Festival

May 6: Junior and Senior Chorales – Spring Gala Concert at Oscar Peterson

May 12-13-14: Music trip to Quebec City for touring choir.

May 30: Guest performance by the Senior Chorale at the EMSB Fundraising Event. 

→ See Schedule Update and Reminder for Details
Music Distribution List

Junior Choristers should have:

Alleluia
Bless the Lord

Consider Yourself

Here’s to Song

Hine ma tov

Le printemps

Le Rat de Ville et le rat des champs

Little Wheel

Menagerie of Songs, A (Bandicoot, Giraffes, Panda)

O Gotteslamm

Psaropoula

Sakura, Sakura

Uma familia

Watane

Senior Choristers should have :

Ave verum corpus

Can You Hear Me?

Circle Game, The

Come, Ye Makers of Song

Here’s to Song

Hine ma tov

Kali’s Song

Laudate Dominum

Little Wheel

Magic Prayer

Oseh Shalom

Regina Angelorum

Sakura, Sakura

Stabat Mater

Tournent les jours

Watane

Wing-tra-la

You are the New Day
