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EMSB Chorale Newsletter

November 2011
32nd Season of Glorious Music-Making

Questions? Call Pat Abbott at  (514) 483-7200, ext. 7234 or write  pabbott@emsb.qc.ca
Website: www.emsbchorale.org
Pat’s EMSB office hours: usually Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons

At other times, you can reach me at home:  (514) 351-3541 / abbottpat@uniserve.com
Please note that I am out almost every evening in rehearsal. It is easier to reach me during the daytime. 
After all the hard work, it will be time to perform…

The weeks just fly by and soon it will be time to perform for appreciative audiences made up of family, friends and lovers of choral music. Please read this newsletter carefully and make note of the information so that we can have a successful concert season. 

But first, some thank-yous….
SENIOR CHORALE WELCOMES GUEST CHOIR FROM THE PHILIPPINES

Thanks to those who came out to hear The Minstrels of Hope on October 11. They gave an excellent show and it was great to connect with singers from across the world, even if only for a short time. Our Senior Choristers sang a beautiful welcome and we were able to contribute several hundred dollars to our guests’ foundation which helps impoverished girls in Manila. They also sold a number of their CDs, which also helps them out. 

ANNUAL MINI-CONCERT AND GENERAL MEETING FOR PARENTS
Bravo to all for a very good first concert. Thank you to the parents who helped distribute concert vests and to all those who contributed to our wonderful array of refreshments. We had a record raffle sale. It was a success on all counts! Well done, everyone1

Chocolate Fundraiser
Thank you to those who have been diligently selling chocolate bars and making their reports. We also appreciate the donations from those choristers who chose not to sell. It all helps us keep our fees down.
Fall Camps
As I write this, we have had a very successful senior fall camp and our gearing up for an equally productive junior fall camp. We put in about 11 hours of rehearsal time, ate some truly delicious meals, and watched our Denver Festival performances on a DVD and watched some of the Nutcracker Ballet. Thank you to the many parents who have volunteered – more than we can use! – and who donated food, water and juice. It is very much appreciated and contributes to successful camps, which in turn helps us put our focus on perfecting the music. 
OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION

Concert outfits: SENIORS - There are some senior choristers who still have not brought in their concert outfit deposits. I will be e-mailing you shortly to remind you. 

JUNIORS: Not everyone had the correct outfit components at the mini-concert. For the December 10 concert, please make sure you have the right concert clothes: plain black skirt with no decorations, frills or other colours, plain black dress pants for the boys, black dress shoes (NOT running shoes or boots), black socks (boys), black tights or pantyhose (NOT knee socks, white socks, or leggings), white long-sleeved SHIRT with a collar (NOT a turtleneck or frilly blouse or sweater or long-sleeved t-shirt), black BOW tie (boys). We aim for a neat and professional look. Hair should be away from the eyes and face. If you wear a hair ornament, it should be discreet and in choir colours (red, white or black). Thank you for seeing to the concert outfit soon.

Holiday Concert Recording: We have our annual Holiday Concert and Spring Gala Concert professionally recorded. You can purchase a copy of the souvenir recording for $15. Please use the green order form which will be available as of November 19. Deadline to order is December 13. The CDs will be delivered in January. Parents please note: So that we capture the music in all its glory, please do not take photos while the choristers are singing, and refrain from moving around. Flash pictures are extremely distracting during a concert. 

Seniors at Art Etc. Show, Montreal West, November 18: Senior choristers will receive a separate info sheet for this event. We sing three sets from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Montreal West Town Hall. This is linked to our beeswax candle fundraiser. Thank you to all the parents who are helping with sales on Friday night and Saturday during the day. 

Seniors and the CBC recording: As you know by now, the annual CBC/McGill Youth Gala has been transformed from a public concert to an in-studio recording because of the ongoing support staff strike at McGill. Seniors will receive a separate info form for this. Dates remain the same: rehearsal on Saturday, November 26 at the CBC (instead of McGill) with a 9:30 a.m. and finish time of approx. 4 p.m. Sunday, we will be required from about noon to 5 p.m. The recording will be broadcast nationally and will be on the CBC website. We are awaiting news for the podcast. 
Holiday Concert for Junior and Senior Chorales: Please note that it is on a Saturday afternoon this year! The dress rehearsal for all is from 9 a.m. to noon on Dec. 10 (concert dress not required), then we return at 3:15 p.m. for the concert (CONCERT DRESS REQUIRED).
Holiday Concert Info for Guests: Our Holiday Concert on Dec. 10 is at 4 p.m. requires no tickets to get in – it’s first come, first serve. There will be a collection for the Salvation Army Christmas Campaign. There are usually envelopes available for those who would like a tax receipt (cash or cheques).  Mountainside United Church is at 4000 The Boulevard, Westmount, corner of Roslyn. Bus routes 66 and 124 stop at the Boulevard entrance to the church. Arriving from the western direction, the 66 bus runs along Cote St. Luc Road, which becomes the Boulevard on the east side of Decarie Blvd. The Villa Maria metro station on the Decarie service road is a transfer point. There is also a 66 bus transfer point at the Guy metro station to the east of the church. The 124 bus leaves from Vendome metro station from the south, and runs along Victoria Avenue from the north. Bus times can be obtained from AUTOBUS. Tel: 288-6287. The entrance on The Boulevard is wheelchair accessbile. There is a parking lot, and also street parking available. 
Pat Abbott

NOVEMBER & DECEMEBER SCHEDULE REMINDERS
JUNIOR CHORALE

November

November 19


Extended rehearsal: we start at 10:00 instead of 10:45




to rehearse joint repertoire - finish at 12 noon p.m.  

November 26


regular rehearsal

December

December 3


Extended rehearsal: we start at 10:00 instead of 10:45




to rehearse joint repertoire - finish at 12 noon p.m.  

December 6 (Tuesday)
Extra pre-concert rehearsal: 





rehearsal from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. with seniors





Westmount Park School

December 10


Dress rehearsal at Mountainside United Church 

CONCERT DAY

9 a.m. to noon for all (concert dress not required)

December 10  

Junior and Senior chorales: 3:15 p.m. arrival for 4 p.m. 





Holiday Concert at Mountainside United Church –





concert dress required

** no more rehearsals until after the holidays....
SENIOR CHORALE

November

November 15
Tues.

Regular rehearsal

November 18
Fri.

Montreal West Art Show: 3 sets – details in this Newsletter




Concert dress required

November 19
Sat.

Extended rehearsal: from 9 to 11 a.m. (joint repertoire)

November 22
Tues.

Regular rehearsal

November 26
Sat.

CBC/McGill Youth Choir Recording Rehearsal day





at CBC/Maison Radio-Canada – 9:30 a.m.to 4 p.m.





1400 boul. René-Lévesque Est (Beaudry métro)

November 27
Sun.

CBC/McGill Youth Choir Studio Recording




12 noon to 5 p.m. at the CBC – Maison Radio-Canada
November 29 Tues.

Regular rehearsal

December

December 3
Sat.

Extended rehearsal: from 9 to 11 a.m.




to rehearse with Juniors 
December 6 
Tues.

EXTENDED PRE-CONCERT REHEARSAL: 




Rehearsal from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. / 7- to 8 p.m. with Juniors




Westmount Park School
December 10
Sat.

Dress rehearsal at Mountainside United Church 
CONCERT DAY

9 a.m. to Noon for all (concert dress not required)




Junior and Senior Chorales: 3:15 p.m. arrival for 4 p.m. 




Holiday Concert at Mountainside United Church –





Concert dress required
** No more rehearsals until after the Holidays....
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