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EMSB Chorale Newsletter

OCTOBER 2011
32nd Season of Glorious Music-Making

Questions? Call Pat Abbott at  (514) 483-7200, ext. 7234 or write  pabbott@emsb.qc.ca
Website: www.emsbchorale.org
Pat’s EMSB office hours: usually Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons

At other times, you can reach me at home:  (514) 351-3541 / abbottpat@uniserve.com
Please note that I am out almost every evening in rehearsal. It is easier to reach me during the daytime. 
Welcome to all our new and returning choristers!


Our season is off to a grand start with many returning choristers and also many new choristers. Ten former Junior choristers (including one returning chorister from two years ago) have moved up to the Senior Chorale, and we have welcomed new singers from EMSB  schools Gardenview, Westmount Park, Merton, Nesbitt, Willingdon, Dunrae Gardens and hope to have a few more before we close auditions on October 8. 


This newsletter comes out every 5 or 6 weeks with important update information and reminders. It is distributed at Saturday morning rehearsals and is also posted on our website. Please make sure you get one and that you read it. If you have questions, you can reach me at the above  number and address. 

Every Saturday, I also post a list of weekly reminders and announcements on the door to the auditorium. I want to give you as much information as possible and count on you to read these notices.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR OCTOBER

SENIOR CHORALE WELCOMES GUEST CHOIR FROM THE PHILIPPINES

Tuesday, October 11, 7:30 p.m., Westmount Park School Auditorium: The Senior Chorale will host - during its regular rehearsal time  - The Minstrels of Hope, an exceptional choir of 12 young women aged 17 to 27 from Manila, The Philippines. These singers are from some of Manila poorest quarters and are working hard to make a better life for themselves through music. This will be an informal concert, with the Senior Chorale singing a couple of pieces to welcome our guests, and then we will all enjoy this wonderful choir and their songs in Tagalog, Spanish and English. We will take up a collection for them. Everyone is welcome. We want lots of people in the audience, so please spread the word and invite everyone you know. To know more about this group, you can visit the website for their Quebec tour:
http://www.minstrelsofhope.sitew.com/  They will also have their most recent CD for sale and if you want to make a donation in return for a tax receipt, I will have the information on site for those who want to write out a cheque to the Foundation that helps the group. This is a wonderful opportunity to exchange with a group from another part of the world and to lend a helping hand to those less fortunate than we are. 
ANNUAL MINI-CONCERT AND GENERAL MEETING FOR PARENTS
Saturday, October 29, Westmount Park School Auditorium
This annual event serves several purposes. It gives choristers a chance to acquire some concert experience, it gives new choristers and parents a chance to know more about the chorale program and how it functions, it gives everyone a chance to hear the progress made since rehearsals have begun and it gives news choristers and parents to hear  the wonderful music and singing made by the senior choristers who once upon a time were new to the Junior Chorale too! 
Here is the schedule:

Arrival of ALL choristers (Junior and Senior): 9:00 for rehearsal (CONCERT DRESS REQUIRED)

Mini-Concert: 10 a.m. featuring the Junior and Senior Chorales, separately and together
General Meeting for Parents: 10:30 a.m. followed by refreshments for all – find out more about the chorale’s mandate and program, the music camps, meet the parents’ committee members, learn about how we function and how you can be part of the support team that makes it all work!
Family and friends are welcome to attend!!!

We will be asking parents to bring in baked goods (nut-free) for the refreshments table. 

As part of our learning process, we ask that you read and review the following information regarding participation in concerts.

EMSB Chorale Concert Preparation, Etiquette and Stage Deportment
With the privilege of singing in a concert comes an artistic responsibility to respect your art and your audience. These simple rules will help the choir present a successful performance.

1. Performing in concert is very demanding. You should be well rested before a performance.

2. Go over/review your music often in the week preceding a concert. Remember that all EMSB Chorale performances are done from memory. 

3. If you look your best, you’ll sing your best! Aim for a neat, tidy appearance, with hair pulled back from your face. Facial expressions are part of the artistic presentation and so the audience needs to see your face and your eyes.

4. Make sure your uniform is in order and properly worn. 

5. No talking, laughing or fidgeting on stage EVER. No gum-chewing in rehearsal or on stage EVER. Exemplary discipline, focus and concentration on stage are essential elements of successful performances. Be especially careful during piano introductions, interludes and postludes. Hands should be at your side or loosely held behind your back unless instructed otherwise by the conductor. Choristers who cannot conform to acceptable standards of stage comportment will be asked to leave the stage. 

6. Stay in your concert row and respect the cues when going on and off stage. Pay attention to instructions. 

7. Respect the call time, which is usually AT LEAST ONE HOUR BEFORE THE CONCERT. 

8. Do not applaud on stage. That is the audience’s job. At certain points in the concert (after a group or section, at the very end), the conductor will acknowledge the work of the accompanist and the choir and we all bow at a given signal. 

9. Choristers who are not well prepared for concerts (due to absences) and/or who do not attend the dress rehearsal will not be allowed to sing in a concert.

10. Parents – we ask that you cooperate by not taking photos during performances (noisy and very distracting), and by not waving and calling attention to yourselves or to your children. All cellphones and electronic devices should be turned off. Enjoy the performances of your talented children without these distractions! 

THANK YOU FOR COOPERATING AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CHOIR’S PERFORMANCES BY ADHERING TO THE ABOVE STANDARDS
OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION

Registration:  Thanks to all who have brought in their registration forms. If you have not yet done so, please take care of this as soon as possible. Because of  EMSB policy regarding insurance, choristers not yet registered are not allowed to perform in concert. 

Concert outfits: Parent committee members have begun distribution of the red concert vests for the junior choristers. To receive the concert vest, choristers must be registered and must pay a $20 deposit. This deposit is returned at the end of the season when the vest is returned. In the meantime, you should be organizing the rest of the concert outfit: black dress pants (boys) or plain black knee-length skirt (girls), black stockings or tights (girls) or socks (boys), black shoes (NO running shoes or boots), black bow tie (boys), plain long-sleeved white shirt (Oxford-type, button-down collar is best; NO turtle knecks; NO frills). Second-hand stores are a good place to look for these at a modest cost. 

We aim for a neat and professional look. Hair should be away from the eyes and face. If you wear a hair ornament, it should be discreet and in choir colours (red, white or black). 

Fall camps: On October 8, we will begin distribution of the registration/consent forms for fall camp. Every year we go away from Friday after supper to Sunday afternoon for the fall camp on a weekend in November (seniors one weekend, juniors the next) to do some intensive rehearsing and to get to know each other better. It is an important part of our musical growth and our bonding process as a choir. We go to the Base de plein air at Cap St-Jacques (Pierrefonds). We rely on parent chaperones to volunteer for cooking and kitchen duty and to chaperone. Returning choristers know that this is one of the most fun parts of being in the choir. New choristers (and parents!) are sometimes nervous about this. If you are a new parent, consider volunteering: it is not exactly restful but extremely enjoyable (as other parents will testify). On the camp form, you will be able to indicate your availability to help out. If your child is nervous about sleeping over, you can also opt to bring him/her during the day only. 
Absences
Parents – the most important key to our success is making sure the choristers are at rehearsals. When your child does not show up and we do not know why, we worry. Many thanks as well to those who have phoned in or e-mailed messages regarding absences. I really appreciate this!
Practice CDs

We have also started distributing practice CDs to choristers who are registered. On the CD envelope is a list of the tracks making it easy for you to find a piece. The pieces are in the order in which they appear in your music package. It really helps to listen while looking at your music. The goal is to help you learn the notes and rhythm and to help you memorize the words. 

Parents’ Committee

The EMSB Chorale Parents’ Committee is an important part of our team and our success. This committee helps with many important jobs such as fundraising, organizing volunteers for concerts and camps, refreshments, etc. A first meeting for the year was held on September 21. Subsequent meetings take place on Saturday mornings during the rehearsals. If you would like to join this committee, please let committee chair Hector Zakaib know. 

Fundraising

The choir fees that you pay only cover a portion of our annual expenses. We have strived very hard to keep the fees low and accessible to all, and indeed, have not raised fees in over 10 years. This is an outstanding feat (and one I hope to maintain), but is only possible because of the fundraising that we do. Our two most important fundraisers are a chocolate sale in the fall as well as a wax candle sale at the Montreal West Art Etc. Art Exhibition and Sale (November 18 and 19). The chocolate bars will be distributed within a few weeks with a letter of instructions. This year we are going to ask everyone to be diligent about returning money no later than November 26, because parent volonteers were still chasing down chocolate money as late as May and June last season. There will also be a half & half raffle at the Mini-Concert on October 29.
Meet Anne-Marie Denoncourt and Marie-Ève Arseneau

We are very very fortunate to have as part of our professional staff two gifted musicians. 

Back with us for a 13th season is our faithful accompanist, Anne-Marie Denoncourt, working her magic at the piano. Anne-Marie is a very active musician, with a successful piano studio and much in demand as an accompanist. She works at McGill University, Vincent d’Indy and several other schools, as well as with many choirs, professional singers and instrumentalists. She is also a co-director at the CAMMAC music camp. 
We are also very happy to have as our assistant conductor for a sixth year, Marie-Eve Arseneau. She is originally from the Iles de la Madeleine and completed her Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Education degrees at McGill. She currently teaches band  at FACE School, and has sung with several prestigious chamber choirs. She also plays and teaches piano. 

I wish everyone a wonderful choral season. Even in a few short rehearsals, your singing and willingness to learn new music has inspired me to do my best for you. I know that choristers and family members alike will be proud of your musical accomplishments this year. 
Thank you for joining me on this journey!

Pat Abbott

OCTOBER SCHEDULE REMINDERS
JUNIOR CHORALE
october

October 1


Regular Rehearsal 
October 8


Regular Rehearsal (YES, even on Thanksgiving/Yom Kippur Weekend!)

October 15


Regular Rehearsal
October 22


Regular Rehearsal 

October 29


Mini-Concert: everyone arrives for 9 a.m. rehearsal




Concert at 10 a.m. followed by General Meeting for all parents





Concert dress required

SENIOR CHORALE
october

October 1
Sat.

Regular Rehearsal 

October 4
Tues.

Regular Rehearsal

October 8
Sat.

Regular Rehearsal (YES, even on Thanksgiving Weekend!)

October 11
Tues.

Special Evening: We host The Minstrels of Hope from Manila





Everyone welcome!! Choristers: please arrive for 6:30 p.m. 

October 15
Sat.

Regular Rehearsal

October 18
Tues.

Regular Rehearsal
October 22
Sat.

Regular Rehearsal
October 25
Tues.

Regular Rehearsal
October 29
Sat.

Mini-Concert: everyone arrives for 9 a.m. rehearsal




Concert at 10 a.m. followed by General Meeting for all parents





Concert dress required

PLEASE NOTE: If you miss a rehearsal  for a religious holiday (e.g. October 8 for Yom Kippur), please advise me as this will not be counted as an absence. 
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