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DEAR CHORISTERS AND PARENTS,


Welcome to the 2007-2008 choral season! It has been a pleasure to see many returning choristers and to welcome new members and their families from East Hill, Roslyn, Gardenview, FACE, Elizabeth Ballantyne, Hampstead, St. Dorothy, General Vanier, Marymount, Edinburgh, Willingdon, Royal Vale…. As I continue to do my rounds of school auditions, there will be more new choristers in the coming weeks. We welcome you all and hope that this will be a truly memorable experience for you all. I am already excited about the musical progress we have made in a few rehearsals. 


This EMSB Chorale Newsletter is published every 4 or 5 weeks and contains important information about choir events and concerts. The information is also included on our web site. We ask that you read it carefully. It is the only way we can get important update information to you. If you need to reach me, here are all my numbers (keep this in your purse/wallet, on your desk or on your refrigerator…):

Pat Abbott — EMSB Tel.: 514-483-7200, ext., 7234 ♫  EMSB e-mail: pabbott@emsb.qc.ca
Home office: 514-351-4865 ♫  e-mail at home: accc@ca.inter.net
I’m usually in the office Mondays and Tuesday afternoons  plus some Thursdays. Other days I work at home, when not in rehearsal. 
And now for the NEWS and UPDATES!!

Upcoming Events

October 13

 Mini-Concert and General Parents’ Meeting (Junior and Senior)

November 9-10-11
 Senior Fall Camp

November 16-17-18
 Junior Fall Camp

December 1-2

CBC/McGill Concert Weekend (Seniors)

December 9

Annual Holiday Concert (Junior and Senior)

Please read on…..

INVITATION TO OUR 

FIRST CONCERT OF THE SEASON
EMSB Chorale

Mini-concert and General Parents’ Meeting

Saturday, October 13, 2007 

Westmount Park School Auditorium

ALL choristers — Junior and Senior — must arrive for 9 a.m. 
in concert dress for the rehearsal

Concert begins at 10 a.m. and will be followed at approx. 10:40 by the General Information Meeting for All Parents

Refreshments will be served

•••• Family and friends are welcome to attend the concert ••••

JUNIOR CHORALE - october Schedule

October 6


Regular Rehearsal (YES, even on Thanksgiving Weekend!)

October 13


Mini-Concert: everyone arrives for 9 a.m. rehearsal





Concert at 10 a.m. followed by General Meeting for all parents





Concert dress required

October 20


Regular Rehearsal 

October 27


Regular Rehearsal

SENIOR CHORALE – october Schedule
October 2 Tues.


Regular rehearsal

October 6 Sat.


Regular Rehearsal (YES, even on Thanksgiving Weekend!)

October 9 Tues.


Regular rehearsal

October 13 Sat.


Mini-Concert: everyone arrives for 9 a.m. rehearsal





Concert at 10 a.m. followed by General Meeting for all parents





Concert dress required
October 16 Tues.


Regular rehearsal

October 20 Sat.


Regular rehearsal

October 23 Tues.


Regular rehearsal

October 27 Sat.


Regular Rehearsal

October 30 Tues.


Regular rehearsal 

Schedules

You should all have received a yellow fall schedule. There is a separate junior and senior schedule. Again, please ask Pat if you do not have one. 

First Concert of the Season: October 13 Mini-Concert

Both the Junior and Senior Chorales will give you a taste of the repertoire they are learning at our traditional October mini-concert (see details above). This gives everyone a chance to gain some concert experience, practise concert deportment and etiquette, an important step in preparing for our holiday concerts. The meeting that follows is a great chance for all families to learn more about the choir program and the logistics involved.  We will talk about the music program, concerts, camps, travel policy, awards, fundraising, the parents’ committee, etc. Guests are welcome!

Registration Forms

Thank you to all who have given in their registration forms. Please hand these in as soon as possible so that our official lists can be complete and accurate. If you do not have a form, please ask Pat for one.

Absences
Parents – the most important key to our success is making sure the choristers are at rehearsals. When your child does not show up and we do not know why, we worry. Many thanks as well to those who have phoned in or e-mailed messages regarding absences. I really appreciate this!

Meet Anne-Marie Denoncourt and Marie-Ève Arseneau
Back with us, of course, is our faithful accompanist, Anne-Marie Denoncourt, working her magic at the piano. Anne-Marie is a very active musician, with a successful piano studio and much in demand as an accompanist. She works at McGill University, Vincent d’Indy, Pierre-Laporte, and with many choirs, singers and instrumentalists. We are also very happy  to have as our assistant conductor, Marie-Eve Arseneau, who joined us last year. She is originally from the Iles de la Madeleine and completed her Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Education degrees at McGill. She currently teaches at FACE School, and sings with the vocal ensemble La Ceilagh. She also teaches piano. 
Concert Uniforms

We will soon begin outfitting all the choristers during rehearsals, and we have an urgent need for parent volunteers to help with this important job. We are also looking for a uniform chair, who can keep track of the vests and deposits. If you have a good eye for what fits and/or you are good at keeping track of lists, we need you!  We ask for a $20 deposit in order to receive the vest — this will be returned to you when you return the vest at the end of the year. (If last year’s deposit has not been returned to you yet and you handed in the vest in May, you will not have to pay a second deposit.) Only registered choristers will receive a vest. Remember that while we supply the vests for all, choristers are responsible for part of the concert uniform:

• Girls: plain black skirt (ankle-length for seniors, knee-length for junior), a white long-sleeved button-down collar shirt, black leotards or stockings, black dress shoes

• Boys: white long-sleeved button-down collar shirt, black trousers (NO JEANS), black dress shoes and black socks, plain black bow tie (your own or available from choir for $5).

RE: FOOTWEAR — no boots or running shoes; these do not belong on a concert stage. Black chinese slippers are quite acceptable. It is important that concert footwear be comfortable. Avoid trendy platforms and high heels. Aching feet usually equals bad singing!

For the mini-concert on October 13: if you have already received your vest, wear your complete concert outfit. If you have not yet received the vest, then wear your black skirt or trousers and your white shirt. 

ABOVE ALL, remember that we strive to have a neat, professional look on stage. Hair should be pulled back or tied, skirts, trousers and shirts should not be wrinkled. The audience should notice you because you have great stage deportment, know all your words and sing with energy, not because your clothes are wrinkled!!!!

Concert Etiquette and Deportment

On the last page of this newsletter is listed the choir’s standards for concert deportment and etiquette. We ask that you read these carefully and review them before every concert. 

Fall Camps

In November, the Junior Chorale and the Senior Chorale will attend separate fall camps at the Base de plein air in the Cap St-Jacques Regional Park. The camp information and registration forms will be available as of October 2. This is an important part of our choir life: it is where we get to know each other better and where we really make gigantic strides in the preparation of our concert repertoire. We will explain more about the camps at the October 13 meeting. In the meantime, parents: please consider volunteering your time as a chaperone or cook. 

Why I Love Working with the EMSB Chorale
This is my 18th season as conductor of the EMSB Chorale. Over the years, it has been so rewarding to watch choristers learn and grow through the music, and to see them accomplish an artistic endeavour at a very high level. Singing and singing beautiful music helps us to be in touch with our humanity and to discover and appreciate cultures and art from around the world and from throughout the centuries. This choir has been a truly exciting experience for hundreds of choristers over the years and, needless to say, for me. May you all be inspired by the time you spend with us.  
Wishing us all a wonderful concert season!

Pat Abbott

EMSB CHORALE CONCERT PREPARATION, 

CONCERT ETIQUETTEAND STAGE DEPORTMENT
With the privilege of singing in a concert comes an artistic responsibility to respect your art and your audience. These simple rules will help the choir present a successful performance.

1. Performing in concert is very demanding. You should be well rested before a performance.

2. Go over/review your music often in the week preceding a concert. Remember that all EMSB Chorale performances are done from memory. 

3. If you look your best, you’ll sing your best! Aim for a neat, tidy appearance, with hair pulled back from your face. Facial expressions are part of the artistic product and so the audience needs to see your face and your eyes.

4. Make sure your uniform is in order and properly worn. 

GIRLS

• white long-sleeved shirt or blouse (no turtlenecks, no t-shirts, no frills) • plain black choir skirt, red choir vest • plain black stockings or leotards, black shoes (no running shoes) • if you wear hair ornaments, they must be discreet and in choir colours (red, white, black) • no make up, no jewelry (small earrings permitted), no perfume or scents

BOYS

• white long-sleeved shirt (no turtlenecks, no t-shirts) • black pants • black socks, black shoes (no running shoes) • black bow tie

5. No talking, laughing or fidgeting on stage EVER. No gum-chewing in rehearsal or on stage EVER. Exemplary discipline, focus and concentration on stage are essential elements of successful performances. Be especially careful during piano introductions, interludes and postludes. Sing with your hands loosely held behind your back unless instructed otherwise by the conductor. Choristers who cannot conform to acceptable standards of stage comportment will be asked to leave the stage. 

6. Stay in your concert row and respect the cues when going on and off stage. Pay attention to instructions. 

7. Respect the call time, which is usually AT LEAST ONE HOUR BEFORE THE CONCERT. 

8. Do not applaud on stage. That is the audience’s job. At certain points in the concert (after a group or section, at the very end), the conductor will acknowledge the work of the accompanist and the choir and we all bow at a given signal. 

9. Choristers who are not well prepared for concerts (due to absences) and/or who do not attend the dress rehearsal will not be allowed to sing in a concert.
THANK YOU FOR COOPERATING AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CHOIR’S PERFORMANCES BY 

ADHERING TO THE ABOVE STANDARDS
